24                                                                A    SHORTER    EGO
to the hard-working hotel trio. All women. Meditations
and Mcanderings in Monastery Gardens. Nobody in lounge
except Elliott and me. A perfect Bateman drawing. Went
to bed early and read new story by Hergesheimer in Benn's
ninepenny series. Why are not all novels published at nine-
pence ? Must advocate this in D.E. The story is Love in the
United States^ and H. seems to have exactly Arnold Bennett's
quality. Why has nobody pointed this out ?
Oct. i           Shanks's new novel Queer Street published. He gave
Saturday*       me the worst possible review of Gemel, merely a
three-line slating for irrelevances.   Have accordingly
written him :
Palace Hotel
Southend-on-Sea
October i9 1932
DEAR DICK,
Do you NOW regret your review of Gemel in London ? I
have sent to the local coal-merchant for some coals of fire,
but he has run out of stock !
Yours affectionately,
JAMES
Had ten minutes to spare to-day while Jock was typing, and
picked up James Joyce's A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.
I hope I don't miss anything of this quality while I am review-
ing. Jock has learnt a bit of shorthand while in hospital and
is now much quicker. Nice of him. To-day is the sixth anni-
versary of his starting work with me. I mean he has completed
six years. We had a good lunch on the strength of it. The
decorators are out of " Cranley J> and it looks very pretty. Now
for the carpets and curtains.
Oct. 13         The past fortnight has been completely taken up
Thursday.      with correcting proofs of my anthology entitled The
English Dramatic Critics.   Had to wke in, though
Jock did most of the wiring.   That is to say that he read the
proofs and I made the corrections, which is more or less the
way the Anthology has been compiled.   Jock says I am one of